
The Wayanad tourism sector is on the path of recovery after 
surviving the landslides that occurred on July 30, 2024.  As many 
as 1,11,415 people visited DTPC centres from December 21 to 31 in 
2024, for the Christmas/New Year vacation.

WAYANAD TOURISM ON 
PATH OF RECOVERY
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T  M U R U G A N A N D H A M  @ Chennai

THE new year’s first session of  
the Tamil Nadu Assembly, 
which usually starts with the 
governor’s customary address, 
witnessed high drama on Mon-
day with Governor R N Ravi 
staging a walkout after refus-
ing to deliver the full address 
for the third consecutive year. 
T h e  g ove r n o r  l e f t  t h e  
House within three minutes of  
his arrival and later, in a state-
ment, cited “brazen disrespect” 
to the national anthem and the 
Constitution as the reason for 
his walkout. 

He said only Tamil Thai 
Vaazhthu was recited at the be-
ginning of  the session and the 
national anthem was skipped.

Stating that the House holds 
the national anthem in high re-
gard, Speaker M Appavu 
and Leader of  the 
House, Duraimuru-
gan, later said that re-
cital of  the Tamil in-
vocation song at the 
beginning of  the ses-
sion and the national an-
them after the governor’s ad-
dress has been the convention. 
Chief  Minister M K Stalin 

called the governor’s walkout 
‘childish’ and said it doesn’t be-

fit his position.
The governor entered 

the House at 9.29 am 
and right after the re-
cital of  the Tamil Thai 
Vaazhthu, Congress 

MLAs rushed to the well 
of  the House and raised 

slogans. Thamizhaga Vaazh-
vurimai Katchi MLA T Vel-
murugan also joined them.

Simultaneously, AIADMK 
MLAs also gathered at the well 
of  the House and started rais-
ing slogans, holding some post-
ers. The governor uttered a few 
words which could not be heard 
in the din.

Meanwhile, the Congress 
MLAs staged a walkout while 
AIADMK continued shouting 
slogans. At 9.32am, the gover-
nor also walked out of  the 
House and subsequently, 

Speaker M Appavu ordered the 
eviction of  AIADMK MLAs. 
Later, PMK and BJP MLAs also 
staged walkouts.

The Leader of  the House 
then said that the people of  TN 
and the Assembly have great 
respect for the country and the 
national anthem. He moved a 
resolution to take only the ap-
proved version of  the gover-
nor’s address, prepared by the 
state government, on the 
records of  the House.

Guv stages walkout in TN Assembly 
Refuses to deliver the address over ‘brazen disrespect’ to national anthem & Constitution

Journo murder 
accused nabbed 
from Hyderabad
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

SURESH Chandrakar, the main 
accused in the murder of  Bas-
tar journalist Mukesh Chan-
drakar and his distant relative, 
was arrested by a Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) of  the 
Chhattisgarh police in Hydera-
bad late on Sunday.

Suresh was hiding at his 
driver’s home in Hyderabad. 
The accused, a contractor, was 
brought to Bijapur on Monday 
morning and his interrogation 
was underway, the police said, 
even as searches continued in 
Hyderabad, said police.

Bastar Range Inspector Gen-
eral of  Police Sundarraj as say-
ing: “Absconding accused 
Suresh Chandrakar, involved 
in the murder of  journalist 
Mukesh Chandrakar, was ar-
rested late at night in Hydera-
bad. Apart from Suresh, three 
other accused already arrested 
are Ritesh Chandrakar, Dinesh 
Chandrakar (both cousins of  
Mukesh) and Mahendra Ram-
teke (a supervisor). We are fur-
ther investigating the matter.”

“We cannot reveal further de-
tails on the arrest yet as it 
might alert others associated 
with the case,” he said. The po-
lice believe that Mukesh’s mur-
der is directly linked to his ex-
pose of  corruption in a road 
project undertaken by Suresh.

Earlier, the Chhattisgarh au-
thorities demolished “illegal” 
property owned by the accused. 
As per reports, Suresh’s wife 
has also been taken into custo-
dy in Chhattisgarh’s Kanker 
district for interrogation. 

Four bank accounts linked to 
Suresh were also frozen.

The police had arrested 
three, including Ritesh Chan-
drakar and Dinesh Chandrakar, 
both brothers of  Suresh. The 
33-year-old journalist had gone 
missing on January 1 after he 
was scheduled to attend a meet-
ing with Suresh Chandrakar.

I R E D D Y  S R I N I V A S  R E D D Y 
@ Hyderabad

THE Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) has summoned BRS 
working president KT Rama 
Rao to appear before it on Janu-
ary 9 for questioning in the al-
leged Formula-E race case, 
without his legal team accom-
panying him.

Meanwhile, the BRS working 
president has written to the En-
forcement Directorate — inves-
tigating allegations of  money 
laundering and violations un-
der the Foreign Exchange Man-
agement Act (FEMA) concern-
ing the transfer of  `55 crore to

foreign companies — inform-
ing it that the Telangana High 
Court is set to pronounce its or-

ders on his quash petition on 
Tuesday. In his letter, Rama Rao 
requested the ED to give him 
time to attend.

Earlier, the former minister 
reached the ACB office along 
with his legal team but was 
stopped by the police who in-
formed him that the advo-
cates could not be al-
l owe d  i n s i d e.  A n 
argument ensued and 
about 40 minutes later, 
Rama Rao handed over a 
written note to the ACB 
and returned to the Telangana 
Bhavan, the BRS headquarters.

In his note, Rama Rao said: 
“In your notice, you have not 
given details of  the informa-
tion and documents sought 
from me pertaining to the case. 

You are requested to give de-
tails of  the documents sought 
from me pertaining to the case

to enable me to take neces-
sary action after being given 
reasonable time. Being a law-
abiding citizen, I will cooperate 
in the matter subject to consti-

tutional and legal rights as 
provided by law”.

According to sources, 
the ACB has decided to 
inform the high court 

that Rama Rao refused to 
cooperate with the investi-

gation. After the high drama at 
the ACB office, Rama Rao ad-
dressed the media, accusing 
Chief  Minister A Revanth Red-
dy of  imposing his “unconsti-
tutional practices” in Telanga-
na. He alleged that the Congress 

government was infringing on 
his rights.

“The government arrested 
former MLA Narender Reddy 
after implicating him using 
fabricated statements,” he 
charged. Rama Rao also alleged 
a conspiracy to plant illegal 
items in his residence as part 
of  a politically motivated agen-
da. He claimed the ACB inquiry 
was an attempt to divert public 
attention from the Congress 
government’s unfulfilled prom-
ises and what he termed its “be-
trayal” of  farmers. 

Meanwhile, the Congress has 
accused the BRS of  receiving 
over `40 crore in donations 
through the now-scrapped Elec-
toral Bond from GreenCo, a 
Formula E Race sponsor.

ACB to issue notice to KTR in Formula-E case

AIADMK MLAs led by General secretary EPS walks out on the first day of Assembly 
session  in Chennai on Monday |  P JAWAHAR

CHHATTISGARH

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

WITH three cases of  Human 
Metapneumovirus (HMPV) re-
ported in Karnataka and Gu-
jarat, Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu held a meeting 
on Monday with Health Minis-
ter Satya Kumar Yadav and of-
ficials from the Health Depart-
ment to review the preparedness 
for addressing the virus, assess 
the current situation, and out-
line mitigation strategies.

During the teleconference, 
officials explained that HMPV 
has been prevalent since 2001. 
They reassured that the virus 
has a low fatality rate and does 
not warrant immediate panic. 
They also highlighted that 
there has been no increase in 
cases of  severe acute respira-
tory infections (SARI) or influ-
enza-like illnesses (ILI) in the 
State. Additionally, they con-
firmed that no HMPV cases 
have been reported in the State 
so far. In response, Naidu in-
structed the Health Depart-
ment to monitor SARI and ILI 
cases closely.

The Chief  Minister was in-
formed that a task force, con-

sisting of  microbiologists, 
pediatricians, pulmonologists, 
and preventive medicine  
experts, has been established 
to provide technical advice to 
the government and recom-
mend actions for future 
management.

Regarding preparedness at 
health facilities across the 
State, officials noted that 10 IC-
MR-accredited virology labs in 
the State have been designated 
for testing. As per Central gov-
ernment guidelines, confirma-
tory testing will be conducted 
at the National Institute of  Vi-
rology (NIV) in Pune, which 
will also supply testing kits to 
ICMR-recognised virology  
labs. The officials also reported 

that the State has stockpiled 4.5 
lakh N95 masks, 13.71 lakh tri-
ple-layer masks, and 3.52 lakh 
PPE kits.

Naidu instructed officials to 
procure additional masks, PPE 
kits, and sanitisers sufficient 
for the next three months and 
ensure their availability in gov-
ernment health facilities. 

The review confirmed that 
drugs required for HMPV treat-
ment are available in sufficient 
quantities. In case of  urgency, 
specialised drugs such as Riba-
virin will be procured locally 
until stocks arrive from the 
Andhra Pradesh Medical Serv-
ices and Infrastructure Devel-
o p m e n t  C o r p o r a t i o n 
(APMSIDC).  

S U N I L  PAT I L  @ Belagavi

AN error caused by a staffer of  
a local revenue office has left a 
62-year-old man in the lurch. 
He has been fighting for more 
than 17 months to prove that he 
is “alive”. Ganapati Khachu 
Kakatkar of  Savgaon village in 
Belagavi taluk was declared 
“dead”, and his proof  of  iden-
tity such as Aadhaar card was 
cancelled by the tahsildar’s of-
fice one-and-a-half  years ago.

This problem started after 
Ganapati and his brothers ap-
plied for a “succession certifi-
cate” to claim their rights over 
six acres and 23 guntas of  land, 
which was in the name of  their 
late grandfather.

Ganapati’s grandfather Ma-
sanu Shattu Kakatkar died on 
February, 2,1976. Before his 
death, he transferred nine acres 
of  land each to his three sons 
and kept six acres and 23 gun-
tas with him. Masanu’s three 
sons did not bother to get the 
land transferred to their names. 
A few years later, Masanu’s 

three sons died.
Masanu’s eight grandsons, 

including Ganapati, decided to 
get the land transferred to their 
names two years ago. When the 
grandsons did not get their 
grandfather’s death certificate 
from the tahsildar’s office to ap-
ply for the “succession certifi-
cate”, they filed a petition be-
fore the Fourth JMFC Court in 
Belagavi. Subsequently, the 
court directed the tahsildar’s 
office to issue Masanu’s death 
certificate to the petitioners.

After the revenue inspector’s 

office at Hindalga prepared the 
death certificate, a computer op-
erator there asked Ganapati to 
provide his Aadhaar card as a 
proof  of  identity. But the com-
puter operator mistook the Aad-
haar card number of  Ganapati 
for his grandfather’s and print-
ed it on the death certificate.

Simultaneously, Ganapati’s 
Aadhaar number was locked 
and his name got deleted from 
the ration card, which showed 
him “not alive”. Ganapati, who 
learnt this on August 3, 2023, 
visited all local offices, includ-
ing the tahsildar’s, to get the 
problem rectified. But no offi-
cial gave him a solution.

In June 2024, he came to know 
that his name got deleted be-
cause the computer operator 
had entered his Aadhaar card 
number in the death certificate 
of  his grandfather. With no of-
ficial ready to solve his prob-
lem, Ganapati approached dep-
uty commissioner Mohammed 
Roshan with family members 
and an advocate on January 6 
to prove that he is “alive”.  

Naidu reviews preparation, to set up 
task force with experts on HMPV

Man applies for granddad’s death cert, 
taluk office issues his, cancels Aadhaar

PM inaugurates 
building of newly 
created Rayagada 
Railway Division
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bhubaneswar

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi on 
Monday laid the foundation stone of  
the newly-created Rayagada Railway 
Division building of  East Coast Rail-
way along with two more projects in 
Jammu and Kashmir and Telangana 
in virtual mode from New Delhi. 

The prime minister said the new 
railway division at Rayagada will 
strengthen the state’s railway infra-
structure, particularly benefiting 
southern Odisha, which has a high-
er concentration of  tribal popula-

tion. The infrastruc-
ture development 
under the Janman 
Yojana will be a 
blessing for the un-
derdeveloped tribal 
areas, he said.

“With the bless-
ings of  Lord Jagan-
nath, Odisha is en-

dowed with a treasure of  natural 
resources and a vast coastline. Odi-
sha has immense potential for inter-
national trade. With the objective of  
furthering economic development, 
several railway projects worth over 
`70,000 crore are underway in the 
state,” he said.

Attending the foundation stone 
laying ceremony at Rayagada, Chief  
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi said 
with improved connectivity,  
Rayagada is poised to become a ma-
jor industrial centre in the near fu-
ture, he said.

Mid-air snag: AI flight makes 
emergency landing in B’luru 
S  L A L I T H A  @ Bengaluru

OVER 150 passengers on board 
an Air India flight had a mirac-
ulous escape after the flight 
took off  from Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport (KIA) here 
on Sunday night when one of  
its engines failed mid-air.

A passenger reported panic 
scenes on board. The pilot man-
aged to steer the flight safely 
back to Bengaluru using the 
other engine, sources said. The 
flight took off  at night and 
reached Delhi early Monday.

Flight AI 2820, an A320 neo 
model, took off  from Terminal 
2 of  KIA at 7.09pm, though it 
was supposed to take off  at 5.45 
pm. After encountering prob-
lems mid-way, it returned to 
KIA at 8.10pm.

Air Traffic Control sources 
confirmed that one of  the en-
gines of  the flight failed when 
it was airborne. Police  also 
confirmed it. Air India termed 
it “an operational issue”.

An airport source said, “All 
emergency protocols were fol-
lowed and ambulances and fire-
fighters were on standby before 

the flight landed.” A top cop 
said, “I was told that an Air In-
dia flight to Delhi has devel-
oped an engine problem. I was 
asked to report for duty imme-
diately last night as the flight 
carrying between 150 and 180 
passengers would be landing 
shortly. The flight landed safely 
and there were no issues.”

The passengers were taken 
back to the terminal. The flight 
took off  on Sunday at

11.47pm and reached Delhi 
by 2.07am Monday, five hours 
and 27 minutes behind

schedule, according to flight 
tracker websites.

A passenger on board @sau-
rabhimalay1 posted on X , “AI 

2820 emergency landing at Ban-
galore airport just now. After 
one hour of  panic the flight 
landed again at Bangalore air-
port.” In a second post, he add-
ed, “Thanks to the captain for a 
safe landing. All the security 
staff  on their feet.”

A video shared by him 
showed passengers alighting 
and making their way to a shut-
tle bus. A passenger is heard 
telling the man who was shoot-
ing the video, “So, you are re-
cording your punarjanmam 
(rebirth) now.”

Air India responded to the 
passenger on its official X han-
dle: “Hi, we are concerned to 
learn of  your experience. Flight 
AI 2820 has returned to Beng-
lauru due to operational rea-
sons. Safety of  our passengers 
and crew is of  utmost priority 
and hence, such decisions are 
taken. Our team is working dil-
igently to assist all passengers. 
We appreciate your patience 
and understanding.”

A source at BCAS said, 
“There was some technical is-
sue with the Air India flight 
and it returned.”

Walkout childish: Stalin
Stating that the House holds the 
national anthem in high regard, 
Speaker M Appavu and Leader of 
the House, Duraimurugan, later 
said that recital of the Tamil 
invocation song at the beginning 
of the session and the national 
anthem after the governor’s 
address has been the convention. 
Chief Minister M K Stalin called 
the governor’s walkout ‘childish’ 
and said it doesn’t befit his 
position. The governor entered 
the House at 9.29 am and right 
after the recital of the Tamil Thai 
Vaazhthu, Congress MLAs rushed 
to the well of the House and 
raised slogans.  

‘Prevalent since 2001’
During the teleconference, 
officials explained that HMPV has 
been prevalent since 2001. They 
reassured that the virus has a low 
fatality rate and does not warrant 
immediate panic. They also 
highlighted that there has been 
no increase in cases of severe 
acute respiratory infections 
(SARI) or influenza-like illnesses 
(ILI) in the State. 

AN ODE TO THE SETTING SUN 
Amid shimmering waves, Seagulf birds soar at Puthuvype beach in Kochi on Monday |  A SANESH

Land transfer
Masanu’s eight grandsons, 
including Ganapati, decided 
to get the land transferred to 
their names two years ago. 
When they did not get their 
grandfather’s death 
certificate from the office to 
apply for the “succession 
certificate”, they filed a 
petition before the court. 


